Dear Editor,

Findings about etiology of male breast cancer in the work by Talibov et al. are welcome and appreciated as the disease is understudied. Some risk factors, such as family history of breast cancer and genetic mutations including those in the BRCA2 gene, are well established for male breast cancer. Thus, it was surprising that there was no mention of the presence or absence of genetic predisposition for breast cancer among the participants in this study. The time of diagnosis ranged widely, from 1961 to 2005, and genetic testing may have been available only in the most recent years. However, family history could have been retrievable for most cases. One of the strengths of high quality of cancer registrations is that it makes feasible access to information like whether any patient has a first-degree relative with the disease, a feature that could double his risk of breast cancer. In order to establish the importance of occupational agents as risk factors for male breast cancer, genetic predisposition must be considered in data collection and analysis, or its absence should considered as a potential biasing factor in the interpretation of the findings of this study.
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